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Adams Jones Attorneys  

Preeminent Presence in Kansas Real Estate 
 
Top Band in Kansas Real Estate.  Chambers USA again awarded Adams Jones its highest rating as only one 
of two firms in the first band of leading firms for real estate in Kansas. Chambers cited sources as saying about 

Adams Jones: ñexcellent services,ò ñquality representationò and ña very strong real estate 
practice which is considered the finest in Wichita.ò Those attorneys selected from the firm in 
the area of real estate include Mert Buckley, Brad Stout and Pat Hughes. Selected for gen-
eral commercial litigation were Brad Stout, Monte Vines and Pat Hughes. The rankings 
were compiled from interviews with clients and attorneys by a team of full-time researchers. 
 
                         Selections for 2018 Best Lawyers in America: 
    

         Real Estate   Commercial Litigation              Corporate Law           Health Care           Land Use and Zoning 
        Mert Buckley         Pat Hughes                        Dixie Madden              Dixie Madden                  Pat Hughes             
         Pat Hughes       Monte Vines 
 
    Eminent Domain        LitigationïBanking        Ethics & Professional         Litigation-Real Estate       Legal Malpractice 
    & Condemnation     and Finance                   Responsibility  Brad Stout                  -Defendants 
        Brad Stout                  Monte Vines                   Monte Vines                          Monte Vines                Monte Vines 

 
                                                           Wichita Best Lawyers - Lawyer of the Year 2018 
                                         Real Estate Litigation:  Brad Stout                  Real Estate:  Mert Buckley 

 

Overview 
 
This summary of recent changes in Kansas Real Estate Law was prepared by the Real Estate Group at Adams Jones.  Our 
real estate attorneys continually monitor Kansas case decisions and legislation so we remain current on developments in 
real estate law in Kansas. This up-to-date knowledge prepares us to address client needs more quickly and efficiently be-
cause our ñresearchò is often already done when a question arises.   
 

This publication is intended for informational purposes only and should not be construed as legal advice for a particular matter.  
Portions of this material are derivative works of copyrighted material, written by us, reprinted with permission of the Kansas Bar 
Association. 

    Mert Buckley  

 Jason Reed 

  Pat Hughes  Mike Andrusak  

 Brad Stout  Monte Vines     Dixie Madden  

 Cody Branham  
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LEGISLATION 
 

2018 Legislation 
Current for legislation enacted through May 9, 2018. 

 
Airport Authority-Pratt - 2018 House Bill 2628. Allows 
the City of Pratt to dissolve any airport authority created 
by the City. If dissolved, the property would pass to the 
City, subject to existing leases and agreements.  
 
Effective Date: July 1, 2018. 

Asset Forfeiture of Property - 2018 House Bill 2459. 
Amends the Kansas Standard Asset Seizure and Forfei-
ture Act (ñSASFAò or the ñActò) requiring the Kansas Bu-
reau of Investigation to establish the Kansas Asset Sei-
zure and Forfeiture Repository to gather information con-
cerning each seizure made by agencies under SASFA. 
The bill also amends various sections of the Act. Real 
estate is still subject to forfeiture under SASFA only if 
ñthe offense or conduct giving rise to forfeiture consti-
tutes a felony.ò Exceptions are made for innocent land-
owners who did not know, or could not reasonably have 
known, of the illegal conduct, or acted reasonably to pre-
vent it. K.S.A. 60-4106.  
 
Effective Date: July 1, 2018. 
 
Broadband Service - 2018 Senate Sub. for House Bill 
2701. Creates a Statewide Broadband Expansion Plan-
ning Task Force to study the subject of statewide broad-
band service. The Task Force is required to provide an 
initial report to the legislature before January 15, 2019 
and a final report before January 15, 2020.  
 
Effective Date: May 3, 2018. 

Groundwater Management Districts ï 2018 Senate 
Bill 194. Allows groundwater management district (GMD) 
boards to raise the maximum water withdrawal charge to 
$2.00 per acre-foot (current maximum is $1.00). The bill 
also deletes the ability of GMDs to assess a greater 
charge for annual water withdrawal if more than 50% of 
the area authorized for use of the water is outside the 
district.  
 
Effective Date: July 1, 2018. 
 
 
Leavenworth County ï 2018 House Bill 2608. Author-
izes State Department of Corrections to convey land to 
Fire District 1 in Leavenworth County.  
 
Effective Date: July 1, 2018. 
 
 
Redevelopment Authorities (Johnson & Labette) ï 
2018 Senate Bill 185. Revises powers of Johnson and 
Labette Counties concerning redevelopment districts lo-
cated in a federal enclave.  
 
Effective Date: July 1, 2018. 

 

 
2017 Legislation Update 

 
Common Consumption Areas. The City of Wichita 
amended the City Code in January 2018 to provide for 
Common Consumption Areas as allowed by the legisla-
ture last year in 2017 Substitute for House Bill 2277 (now 
K.S.A. 41-2659). City Code Section 4.08. 

 
This 2017 legislation allows a city or county to designate 
ñcommon consumption areasò where patrons of licensed 
drinking establishments may take their open containers 
outside of the licensed premises. The common consump-
tion area must have designated boundaries and set 
times for consumption. Licensees wanting to participate 
in a common consumption area must obtain a permit 
from the Division of Alcoholic Beverage Control which 
will be issued for not more than one year. The permit is 
not transferable or assignable. As of May 1, 2018, the 
City had not issued any permits for a common consump-
tion area. 
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